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Start : ‘Auzubillah himinash shaitwanirajeem, Bismillahirrahmaniraheem.

Alhamdullillahirabil 'alameen. Wasalaatu was salaamu 'ala ashrafil anbiya i wal mursaleen, wa la 'alihi wa sahbihi ajmaeen. Amma' baad.

Assalaamu ‘alaikum.

Jinn : Throughout history man has always had a deep attraction for the supernatural and the unseen. The existence of a world parallel to our own has always fascinated people. This world is commonly referred to as the spirit world, and almost every set of people have some concept of one. Like every other way, Islam also claims to explain a realm of the unseen. It is from this realm that Islam explains to us about the world of the Jinn. The Islamic explanation of the Jinn provides us with so many answers to modem day mysteries. Without the knowledge of this world, the Muslims would become like the non-Muslims and be running around looking for any old answer to come their way. So, who or what are the Jinn? 
True or False questions 
1. Shaytan is a fallen angel. False: Shaytan is a jinn, and jinn’s are not fallen angels. Someone may ask: If Satan (Iblis) is not an angel why was it in the midst of angels? Well, the Holy Qur’an say anything on this neither do I know of any hadith on this. However, some scholars like Ibn Kateer in "the exegesis of the Holy Qur’an" explained that satan (Iblis) was a devote worshiper of Allah before Adam was created hence it used to be in the midst of the angels since it has characteristics similar to the angels.  What is important however is that Allah has specifically mentioned that satan is a jinn. Similarly, not all the jinns are shayatin. Shayatin (singular shaytan or shaitan) are the evil jinns and their leader is satan (Iblis). The Chapter 72 of the Holy Qura'n is titled "The Jinns". Just as there are believers and non-believers in Allah among mankind so are believers and non-believers in Allah among the jinns. 
2. Jinns are created from the fire on earth and have super powers. False/True

3. Jinns live in Jannat with the Angels. False

4. Jinns are attracted to Human beings. True

5. In the Day of Judgment. Jinn’s will be judged according to their actions just like us. True
The word jinn itself comes the Arabic root meaning “something hidden which cannot be seen.”
Existence of jinn- Ibn `Abbas radiallahu `anhu said, “Two thousand years before [mankind] was created, there were jinn on [the earth], and they caused corruption on the earth and shed blood. Then, Allah sent a troop of angels against them who beat them and then cast them away to the islands in the seas. They are the descendants of Iblees, who disobeyed Allah’s command to prostrate to Adam, and became known as the Satan (Shaytaan). Jinns are created from smokeless fire. "Indeed We created man from dried clay of black smooth mud. And We created the Jinn before that from the smokeless flame of fire" 
(Surah Al-Hijr 15:26-27)
Characteristics of jinn/Abilities-Jinn’s have abilities beyond the talents of Humans. They are invisible to the human eye and we can only see them if they want us to see them. Like angels, jinn move extremely fast and are not bound by the time and space constraints within which we normally move. Jinn’s can do much more difficult things than humans. They have overwhelming power, strength and can posses people. They have the ability to shape shift. Jinn can also appear as snakes, scorpions, cattle, donkeys, birds, and other animals. When our Prophet, upon him be peace and blessings, took the oath of allegiance from them in the valley of Batn al-Nakhla, he wanted them to appear to his community either in their own form or in other agreeable forms, not in the forms of such harmful animals as dogs and scorpions. He warned his community: When you see any vermin in your house, tell it three times: “For God’s sake, leave this place,” for it may be friendly jinn. If it does not leave, it is not a jinn. If it is harmful, you may kill it. Jinn’s are like humans in the sense that they do marry have families, children and die. They are different ethnicities of jinn’s, and religions. 
Different type of Jinns-If one is mentioning the jinn purely of themselves, the are called jinni.*, If one is mentioning the jinn that live among mankind, they are called aamar whose plural is amaar, If one is mentioning the ones that antagonize the young, they are called arwaah, If one is mentioning the evil ones that antagonize humans they are called shaitan for the singular [and shayateen for plural], If they cause even more harm and become strong, they are called afreet. 
*Notice the similar sound between jinni and english’s “genie”. TV and other media have twisted the concept of jinn; however, it is interesting to note its origin is from Islam. “I Dream of Jeannie” is a TV show based around a Genie (jinni, plural of jinn). In this show, Jeannie, the genie, frequently was given a request and the requestor never quite got what was requested as she was always creating unintentional mischief. However we understand that the shaitan among the jinn antagonize humans, not that they are kind beings who accidentally mess up on occasion. Those who seek aid (such as asking for favors or making request) from the jinni will find deception and a twisted type of aid that doesn’t really meet the requestor’s original request, but that satisfies the shaytaanic jinn’s desire for evil.
Dwelling places- Above our world there is a layer in which the Jinn’s dwell in, though we can’t see it. The jinn do have homes. They live all over the planet earth. However, there are special places that one may find them in abundance and on a regular basis. They stay in dirty places, esp. bathrooms and like menstrual blood. Like deserts, ruins, places of impurities such as dunghills, bathrooms and graveyards. They live in houses of human beings too. For those who enter their houses mentioning the name of Allah (swt), the jinn cannot have a place to stay overnight in that house. If the people of the house mention the name of Allah (swt) before eating, then the shaitan will not be able to eat with them. 
Fortune telling- The shayaateen go up into the heavens, trying to eavesdrop on the angels. `A’ishah radiallahu `anha said that she asked the Prophet sallallahu `alayhe wa-sallam about how it is that the fortune-tellers sometimes foretell something which turns out true. He replied that that is the word of truth which the jinn manages to catch, and so he comes and whispers it in the ear of the fortune-teller, and to one truth he adds a hundred lies. Allah sends meteorites against these eavesdropping shayaateen, but sometimes one of them might pass on what he has heard to another jinn. So, remember when ever you see a shooting star, don’t wish upon it. Cause you don’t want to be wishing upon a jinn. 
Good Jinn’s/Protection from jinn- A short Qur’anic chapter is named for them, and in it we learn that a band of jinn listened to Prophet Muhammad, upon him be peace and blessings, and some became believers: Say: “It has been revealed to me that a company of the jinn gave ear, and they said: ‘We have heard a wonderful Qur’an, which guides to righteousness, so we believe in it and we shall not join (in belief and worship) any (gods) with our Lord. And (we believe) that He-exalted be the glory of our Lord-has taken neither wife nor son …. Among us there are righteous folk and among us there are far from that. We are sects having different rules.,” (72:1-2, 11) There are Good Jinns, the ones that follow Islam.  Because the jinn can see us while we cannot see them, the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) taught us many ways to protect ourselves from their harm, such as seeking refuge with Allaah from the accursed Shaytaan, reciting Surah al-Falaq, Surah al-Naas and Surah Al-Fatihah. Saying Bismillaah (in the Name of Allaah) before entering one’s home, before eating or drinking, and before having intercourse will also keep the Shaytaan from entering the house or partaking with a person in his food, drink and sexual activity. Similarly, mentioning the name of Allaah before entering the toilet or taking off one’s clothes will prevent the jinn from seeing a person’s ‘awrah or harming him. Entering the bathroom with left feet and exiting with right foot. Reciting the Aayat Al-Kursi and Surah Baqarah also protects one from the shaytan. The remembrance of Allah will drive the evil Jinns away. 
Angels : They are not divine or semi-divine, and they are not Allah’s associates running different districts of the universe. They are not objects to be worshipped or prayed to, as they do not deliver our prayers to Allah. They all submit to Allah and carry out His commands. The best man, one who believes in Allah and acts accordingly, is raised in a status higher than that of angels.

------------------------------------------>

Characteristics : Allah created angels from light. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said, “The angels are created from light,” (Saheeh Muslim) We have no knowledge of when the angels were created, however, we do know that it was before the creation of humankind. Quran explains that Allah told the angels of His intention to create a vicegerent on earth. (2:30)

Muslims know that angels are beautiful creations. In Quran 53:6 Allah describes the angels as dhoo mirrah, this is an Arabic term that renowned Islamic scholars define as, tall and beautiful in appearance. Quran (12:31) also describes Prophet Joseph as beautiful, like a noble angel.

Angels have wings, and can be very large. There is nothing in either the Quran, or the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) that indicate that angels are winged babies or have any form of gender (The use of the term he is for grammatical ease and in no way indicates that the angels are male.) We do know however, that angels are winged and some are extremely large. From the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) we know that the angel Jibrail’s great size filled “the space between heaven and earth” (Saheeh Muslim)

They are not divided into ‘good’ and ‘evil’ angels. Human beings do not become angels after death. Satan is not a “fallen” angel, but is one of the jinn, as mentioned before.

Angels were created from light before human beings were created; we don’t know how they look accept for the descriptions given to us - they are generally beautiful beings with wings.

They do not eat or drink. The angels do not get bored or tired of worshipping Allah:

“They celebrate His praises night and day, nor do they ever slacken.” (21:20)

-------------------------------->


Hierarchy :Angels form different cosmic hierarchies and orders in the sense that they are of different size, status, and merit. Those angels who were present at the first battle, the Battle of Badr, are known to be the “best” of the angels.

“Angel Jibrail came to the Prophet (pbuh) and asked, ‘How do you rate the people among you who were present at Badr?’ Muhammad, may Allah praise him, answered, ‘They are the best of the Muslims,’ or something similar. Jibrail then said: ‘So it is with the angels who were present at Badr.’” (Saheeh Al-Bukhari)

[The Battle of Badr was the first battle between the believers and the disbelievers.]

Also, the attendants of Allah’s Throne are among the greatest angels. Four angels carry the throne of Allah, and on the Day of Judgement their number will be increased to eight. They love the believers and beseech Allah to forgive them their sins. They carry the Throne of God, about whom the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said:

“I have been given permission to speak about one of the angels of God who carry the Throne. The distance between his ear-lobes and his shoulders is equivalent to a seven-hundred-year journey.” (Abu Daud)

--------------------------->

Some Common Specific Angels 
 The name most familiar to Muslims and non-Muslims alike is Jibrail (Gabriel), who is referred to in both Jewish and Christian traditions as an archangel and messenger of God, and he holds great status in all three monotheistic religions. Jibrail brought down the words of Allah– the Quran – to Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). Mikail (Michael) is the angel responsible for rain, which nourishes the earth and thus our physical bodies, and Israfil is the angel who will blow the trumpet on the Day of Judgement and signal the beginning of eternal life after death.

We also know the names of several other angels.` Malik, is the angel known as the gatekeeper of Hell. Munkar and Nakeer are the angels responsible for questioning people in their graves.

In Quran we find the story of two angels named Haroot and Maroot, who were sent to Babylon to teach the people magic. The use of magic is forbidden in Islam but these angels were sent as a test for the people. Before revealing or teaching magic Haroot and Maroot clearly warned the inhabitants of Babylon that they were sent as a trial, and that the buyers of magic would have no share in the hereafter, i.e. they would go to hell. (2:102)

The Angel of Death, usually referred to as Azrail, is responsible for taking our souls. It is believed that those who have been faithful in this world will experience no pain, while others will suffer greatly.

There are angels responsible for guarding our lives, aka “guardian angels.” Each person is assigned two recording angels to their shoulders, Kiramaan (right) and Katibeen (left), who are responsible for recording everything that you say or do in this world. Not a single word is left unrecorded. Everything that is recorded, you will be held accountable for. However, as always, God’s mercy is evident. Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) said:

“Whoever intended to do a good deed, but did not do it, it is written for him as a complete good deed. If he actually performed the good deed then it is written as ten good deeds, or up to seven hundred times or more. If a person intended to do an evil deed, but did not do it, it is written as a good deed, while if he entertained the thought and acted on it, it is written as a single evil deed.”

---------------------->
The Number of Angels 

There are many angels, but only Allah knows the exact number. During his ascension to heaven, the Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) visited a House of Worship known as ‘the much-frequented house’, or, in Arabic al Bayt al-Mamoor, aka the Kaaba.

Then I was taken up to ‘the Much-Frequented House’: every day seventy thousand angels visit it and leave, never returning to it again, another (group) coming after them.” (Saheeh Al-Bukhari)

Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) has also informed us that on the Day of Judgement, hell will be brought forth and shown to the people. He said:

“Hell will be brought forth that day by means of seventy thousand ropes, each of which will be pulled by seventy thousand angels.” (Saheeh Al-Muslim)

HALLOWEEN - Harmless or Haraam? An Islamic Perspective
Questions

1. What do you guys think about dressing up for Halloween?

2. How many of you guys have gone trick or treating?

3. What was your favorite Halloween costume when you were young?
Origins-The ancient Celtic (Irish/Scottish/Welsh) festival called Samhain is considered by most historians and scholars to be the predecessor of what is now Hallow'een. Samhain was the New Year's day of the pagan Celts. It was also the Day of the Dead, a time when it was believed that the souls of those who had died during the year were allowed access into the "land of the dead". 
The Islamic Perspective- Iman (faith) is the foundation of Islamic society, and tauheed (the belief in the existence and Oneness of Allah) is the essence of this faith and the very core of Islam. Halloween being that day of celebrating the devil is shirk. Associating Allah’s greatness with someone. It is one of the gravest sins one can commit and unforgivable. The reason many Muslims believe that we should refrain from Halloween is because we are advised not to follow the ways of the Kuffar, the disbelievers. It is forbidden in Islam to follow idol-worshippers, or those who worship devils. We obviously don’t dress up on Halloween to worship the devil, but Muhammed (pbuh) sought to cleanse Muslims of superstitions and false practices [i.e.fortune telling] stating "Whoever imitates a nation is one of them!" The. From an Islamic standpoint, Hallow'een is one of the worst celebrations because of its origins and history. If Muslims choose to take part in such practices, it can be argued that they have weak iman, or faith, and have rejected the Prophet (pbuh)’s mission. The Prophet Muhammad (s.a.s.) said: The Final Hour will not come until my followers copy the deeds of the previous nations and follow them very closely, span by span, and cubit by cubit (inch by inch). (Bukhari)
Finally, we must remember that we are fully accountable to Allah for all of our actions and deeds. If, after knowing the Truth, we do not cease our un-Islamic practices, we risk the wrath of Allah as He himself warned us in the Qur’an: "Then let them beware who refuse the Messenger's order lest some trial befall them, or a grievous punishment be afflicted upon them!" (24:63). This is a serious matter and not to be taken lightly. And Allah knows best. May Allah guide us, help us to stay on the right path, and save us from all deviations and innovations that will lead us into the fires of Hell.

 Endannouncements: 
Subhanakallahumma wa bihamdik. Ash hadu Allah ilaha illa annt. Astaghfiruka wa atubu ilaik

Bismillahir rahmanir raheem. Alhamdulillahi rabbil 'alameen. Wasalaatu was salaamu 'ala ashrafil anbiya i wal mursaleen, wa la 'alihi wa sahbihi ajmaeen. Sayyidina Muhammadin wa 'ala alihi wa as-habi ajma'een.

Rabbana atina fid dunya hasanatan- wa fil akhirati hasantan- wa qina 'adhabannar.

Rabbana zalamna anfusuna wa illan taghfirlana wa tarhamna lana kunanna minal khasireen.

Rabbana la tuzigh kulubana wa idh hadaytana wa habblana milla dunka rahmatan innaka antal wahhab. 
Ameen

Assalaamu ‘alaikum.
